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Sarvodaya USA advisor Dr. Patrick Mendis has published a new book entitled Freedom on the
March: An American Voyage to Explore Globalization. He has dedicated the proceeds from the book

to Sarvodaya. The book can be ordered in 2006 for $19.95 through the Sarvodaya USA website

Buddhist Economics, Buddhism at Work, the Collected Works of A.T. Ariyaratne, Dharma and
Development and One World, One Child will also be available through the website.
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Sri Lanka a year after the tsunami
From Tragedy and Emergency Relief

D epite  the massive

amount of aid tha poured into
Si Lanka after the tsunami last
year, rebuilding progresses @ a
crawling pace. Thousands of
families continue to live in
makeshift shelters and struggle
to meet their daily needs. Two
such victims are Mr. Nias and
his wife, who camp in the ru-
ins of their former home. They
live in a smdl tent. After a
yea’s use, the tent is com-
pletely worn out by sun, ran
and storm. Before the tsunami
hit, they had a comfortable
income from fishing. But the
tsunami took their two sons
and source of income ——
their boat.

The effects of the tsunami get
more pronounced as you travel
up the eastern coast of the
idand, which sustained the
brunt of the ocears fury.
When you stand at the sandy
land in what used to be
Pandiruppu village, you are
humbled by the scde and
scope of the disaster. What

used to be a thriving village is
now deserted. Where houses
sood, you can only see the
remains of wals and founda
tions, complete and totd de-
gruction. This village done
lost 1,000 people.

The lone sign of habitationisa
newly reconstructed Sarvodaya
pre-school.

to a Better Future

young grandchildren and |

daughter in law, can barey
deep indde her temporary
shack. At night, she often
squas a the haf-built house of
aneighbor.

The resilience of tsunami survi-
vors like Mrs. Quandradevi is
remarkable. Both she and Mrs
Pullanayaham, whose fisherman

Despite these problems, Sarvodaya has committed to
build at least 1,200 homes. In a country that lost over
40,000 houses, this beginning may seem small. But
every new house offersacritical next step for a family
whose life was turned upside down by the tsunami.

One man mourns his young
daughter, who volunteered a
the Sarvodaya preschool, and
his wife, who ran his house.
Sarvodaya has provided him
with some livelihood support
and is building a house for
him. But there are thousands
of others who ill live in tem-
porary shdters that protect
them from nether rain, sun,
nor wind.

In this monsoon season, Mrs.
SQuandradevi, who lost two

Sarvodaya USA Dedicates Housing

in Honor of Contributors

Groups which donated $10,000 or more when combined together
have contributed over half amillion dollars towards tsunami re-
lief.: Working with village and district leaders, Sarvodaya USA is
dedicating severa housing projectsin honor of large contributors
and partners. Under construction or aready built in three dis-
tricts— Galle, Kalutara, and Ampara—these houses aready pro-
vide permanent shelter for over 100 families affected by the tsu-

nami.

Like bricksin the foundations, your gifts reinforce the person-to-person con-
nections. If you know someone who will join you in the challenge to build
even one new house, please contact us. info@sarvodayausa.org.

hushand logt aleg, have opened
small shops. Smilarly, Mr. Rah-
man, who used to operae 12
handlooms and earned more
than $300 a montbh, is attempt-
ing to rebuild his business and
his family with alone handloom
that brings a mere $1 aday.

Although internationa groups
rased tens of millions of dol-
lars, they lack the Si Lankan
human resources or infrastruc-
ture to cope with the nation-
wide need. Theirony istha the
organizations like Sarvodaya,
which has the largest network
of villages, had less interna
tiond exposure to capitdize on
the contributions from Europe,
the US and other countries.
The grassroots, volunteer-based
Savodaya Movement, whose
staff often work with no salaries
or wages less than $60 per
month, gruggles to reman
competitive with highly visible
agencies. Some relief groups
promise as much as five times
what Sarvodaya can afford.
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A house destroyed by the tsunami in

Sarvodaya built house in Pandirippu
Village, Sri Lanka

...and You Are Part of
this Great Reawakening

According to those at the village
level, officid government re-
sponse has been dow and incon-
sstent. Even government officias
a the village level express frustra-
tion. Despite these problems,
Sarvodaya has committed to 1,200
houses.

In a country tha lost over 40,000
houses, this beginning may seem
smdl. But every new house offers
a criticd next step for a family
whose life was turned upside
down by the tsunami.

Your contributionswill keep this process
of recovery and reawakening alive.






