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Compassion in Action

Relief, Rehabilitation,

and Reconciliation in

Post-War Sri Lanka

In May, 2009, the Government of Sri Lanka
declared victory over the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Elam (LTTE). The LTTE was a rebel
group fighting for what they called a separate
homeland for the Tamil people. The Sri Lankan
government as well as most of the world in-
cluding the US, UK, and India called the LTTE
a terrorist group. The declaration of the mili-
tary victory over the LTTE by the Sri Lankan
government came after 26 years of brutal war.
Over that period, more than 70,000 people
were killed and almost a million were dis-
placed. The United Nations estimated that over
7,000 people were killed and about 300,000
people displaced in the final phase of the war
that began early in 2009.

The Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement, the
largest community based organization in Sri
Lanka, was at the forefront of supporting the
people displaced by the war.

As early as July, 2008, Sarvodaya began co-
ordinating relief programs through its district
centers in the north and east of the country.
Initially, a small number of people streamed
out from areas formerly controlled by the
LTTE. Fewer than 10,000 escaped the conflict
in early 2009 but a huge influx of refugees
began in the middle of April. By the end of the
war in May, the Internally Displaced People
(IDP) camps swelled into almost 300,000 peo-
ple. Most of them had fled with few belongings
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or and little or no food. They had survived inhumane conditions under the daily barrage of shells

and sounds of gunfire.

The 32 camps in Jaffna, Trincomalee, Mannar, and Vavuniya districts housed the displaced
population. Sarvodaya provided services to 23 camps including the six zones at Menik Farm.

A Former Child Soldier
Finds Livelihood

Krishna, 19, is from a small community
in eastern Sri Lanka. In 2005, a rebel
group asked his family if one of the
children from the family could join the
group. They refused.

One day, while on his way home from
school, Krishna was forcefully taken
by the group. During intense fighting
in eastern Sri Lanka, he later escaped.
Despite the end of the war, a militant
group active in Eastern Sri Lanka, took
him back again.

Under the intense pressure from the
international community and local hu-
manitarian agencies, a plan was devel-
oped to free all underage combatants.
Finally, Krishna was free.

But normal life was difficult. “I was
living my life in a room at home; not
mingling with the other people in fear of
being taken away,” Krishna said. Then
he learned about the vocational training
program offered by Sarvodaya for for-
mer child combatants like him.

He joined a training course in computer
software. After six months, he interned
at a photo and video studio in the town.
His supervisors found him to be diligent
and skillful. Krishna now has full time
job.

“I feel very happy that I have made a
future for myself. I am able to support
myself and my family,” he says with a
smile.

Note: the name has been changed to protect the
trainee’s identity.

Mobilizing Local Resources

In the early period of the relief effort, Sarvodaya mo-
bilized its national network to provide food and other
essential services. Sarvodaya villages throughout
the country, including in the south, collected food
and clothes and sent truckloads of products to the
camps. Sarvodaya Societies, village level Sarvodaya
institutions in Puttalam and Kurunegala districts,
collected over 12,000 coconuts. Matara communities
collected about 2,500 kilograms of rice. Through the
support of individual philanthropists, local organiza-
tions, schools, and business over $68,000 worth of
goods were collected. Hundreds of volunteers came
together to help the people who needed urgent sup-
port. Many came to Sarvodaya’s centers in Vavuniya
to cook and distribute meals.

Since the beginning of 2009, Sarvodaya has pro-
vided over 1,176,541 meals. About 100,000 people
in several camps benefitted from Sarvodaya’s water,
sanitation and medical services. A mobile library
brought books to children who had no educational
materials. Sarvodaya’s legal services helped families
recover their birth certificates and other legal docu-
ments. The Community Health Unit provided 5,000
severely malnourished children with a high-energy
diet and brought them to normal health. Overall,
About 200,000 people benefited from Sarvodaya’s as-
sistance.

By early 2010, about two thirds of the displaced
population were allowed to return to their home com-
munities, often to find their houses turned into rub-
ble. Roads and water systems had been destroyed.
Schools must now be rebuilt, hospital and health
facilities constructed, and returnees must find oppor-
tunities to make a living. Many people, especially the
young, must be trained in life skills and vocational
trades.

Sarvodaya is one of the few organizations with direct
access to these parts of the country, and is working

with local communities, the Sri Lankan government

and international partners to launch an effective re-
habilitation and reconstruction process.

Your contributions has played a vital part, and your
continued support can make a tremendous differ-
ence. To learn more, visit: www.sarvodayausa.org
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Shramadana: The Gift of Labor

We Build the Road.
The Road Builds Us.

Bulaki Chaur, a community of ethnic
Tamangs in Nepal, is small, poor, and
marginalized. Only about 80 people
live in the community.

The village, on the top of a mountain,
is accessible only by a small foot path
built about 30 years back. Until re-
cently, part of the trail near the village
was especially difficult to walk be-
cause of its steep, slippery slope.
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Early in 2009, a group of high school students from Jyotidaya School went to the village. They
worked with the community members to fix the trail. In the village they even begged for food,
cooked and ate with their hosts and other visitors. At the end of the day, the trail was fixed,
making it both easier and safer to walk.

In another shramadana program, high school students at Brihapasti School, a private school in
Kathmandu, raised funds and helped renovate a village school. In the process, both the com-
munity and the students experienced the power of collective action and potential of transforma-
tion.

“There has been a candle lit inside us. That will keep burning now,” shared Brahma Jung Pan-
dey, a student, who participated in the shramadana.

Shramadana is at the heart of Sarvodaya’s village development strategy. Over the years, the
Sarvodaya Movement in Sri Lanka has brought millions of people together in their communities
to build roads, schools, libraries, irrigation facilities and drinking water systems.

In 2009 alone, over a million people participated in shramadana activities benefitting almost
two million of their fellow Sri Lankans. Similar efforts are building community spirit and ca-
pacities in Nepal.

You can watch the videos of shramadana programs on our YouTube page:
http:/ /www.youtube.com/sarvodayausa

Now, neighborhoods are following this example in the United States. To join the movement, visit:
www.startwhereyoulive.com

Partners & Donors

In addition to contributions from hundreds of donors in over 40 US States as well as around the
world, we continue to receive financial and in-kind support from following foundaiton & corporate

partners: .

Buddhist Global Relief : Salesforce

Flora Family Foundaiton Tan Teo Charitable Foundation
Google United Airlines

Microsoft VerticalResponse

The Paul and Edith Babson Foundation

Complete financial statement is available on our website:www.sarvodayausa.org



Kabita Deshar, 12, lost her father
two years back. He was a taxi driver.
Since then, the family lived on the
sole income of her mother, Yamuna,
who worked at a private school. Kabi-
ta studied in the same school.

Unfortunately the school had to close
because of the financial difficulties.
Yamuna lost her job and Kabita lost
her opportunity for an education.

They sought help from the Jyotidaya
Co-operative School. For the past two
years Kabita has been receiving schol-
arship support through Sarvodaya.
She just completed fifth grade and
has entered sixth grade.

Kabita and 40 other students in simi-
lar circumstances receive free educa-
tion at Jyotidaya School. The school 5
provides affordable and quality edys
cation for many other students.
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